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www.victimserviceswawa.ca

Wawa & Area Victim Services has put

together the following information to assist
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Victim Services is a community based, not for profit
agency that offers practical and emotional response
service to victims of crime, tragic circumstances and
disaster, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a
year.

We provide assistance for: Break & Enter, Death
Notification, Domestic Violence, Elder Abuse, Homi-
cide, Robbery, Sexual Assault, Sudden Death includ-
ing SIDS, Suicide, etc...

SERVICES OFFERED TO VICTIMS:

1. Emotional Support:

« Opportunity to vent and have feelings validated
Identification of options and choices
Assistance in gathering support
Reassurance for the victim that he/she is not
alone

. Practical Assistance
« On Scene Support
« Transportation
o Accompaniment
« Individualized Safety Planning
o Criminal Injuries Compensation
« Financial Aid

3. Referrals for Ongoing Support
« Information on appropriate services available.
o Encouragement to seek services available.

4. Follow-up
« Further referrals as appropriate.
o Telephone follow-up to ensure safety planning
and information is as current as possible.




Victims’ Bill of Rights

The VICTIMS’ BILL OF RIGHTS stipulates the following: OLIBJUQ,| 8P SIOT ‘G661 ‘S[8UIILID S8]0B,P SBWIIDIA S8] NS 107

Victims...
e are treated with courtesy, compassion and

respect for their personal dignity and privacy by Jus-
tice System Officials;

« have access to information concerning services
and remedies available to victims;

e have access to information about the progress of
criminal investigations and prosecutions and the
sentencing and interim release of offenders from
custody;

e are given the opportunity to be interviewed by
police officers and officials of the same gender as the
victim, when that victim has been sexually assaulted;

« are entitled to have their property returned as
promptly as possible by justice system officials, where
the property is no longer needed for the purposes of
the justice system ( for example, to carry out an
investigations, trial or appeal);

« have access to information about the conditional
release of the offenders from custody, including
release on parole, temporary absence, or escape from
custody;
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« have access to information about plea and
pre-trial arrangements and their role in the prosecu-

tion.
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Victim Bill of Rights, 1995, Statutes of Ontario
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Being a withess

Do’s and don’ts of being a witness:

e Do go over your statement with the lawyer who asked
you to appear in court if you feel the need to do so.
Do speak louder than normal when you are in the wit-
ness stand, even if you have a microphone.

Do be respectful while in court.

Do let the judge know if something is bothering you or
if you have a question during your testimony.

Don’t worry about cross examination, the opposing
lawyer will try to raise doubts about your testimony,
remain calm, and answer the questions to the best of
your ability.

Don’t discuss your testimony with other witnesses dur-
ing the trial.

Don’t guess the answers to questions, if you didn’t un-
derstand the question you may ask for it to be repeat-
ed.

Some Tips:

Bring books, magazines or anything to help you pass the
time quietly while you wait outside the court room for your
turn to testify.

You may take along a friend or family member to keep you
company. (If the person is not a witness, he or she may be
able to stay in the courtroom while you give evidence.)

Expenses & Allowances:

Witnesses are automatically entitled to a small travel allow-
ance, paid by the court in which they appear. The Crown
attorney may also authorize payment of additional travel
expenses, accommodation expenses, or an advance of
funds.




LAWYER REFERRAL SERVICES

Lawyer Referral Service, Call No Charge, 1-800-268-8326

The Lawyer Referral Service can give you the name of a
lawyer located in your area who does the kind of legal work
you need and provides a half-hour initial consultation-free.
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